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Thanking the Arkansas Farmers and Food Industry
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As the number of COVID-19 cases continues to increase across the state, the Arkansas Department of Health
reminds Arkansans that the safest way to celebrate Thanksgiving is to celebrate at home with the people who

live with you.

While the number of people around your table may be smaller this year, we want to take a moment to

express our thanks for Arkansans who make it possible for what is on the table.

Our grocery store employees have worked tirelessly to keep the doors open. Our food processors, truckers,

and farmers also deserve our utmost appreciation for keeping the shelves stocked.
Arkansans made not only your meal but countless meals across the country possible.

Arkansas is forecast to rank 2nd in the nation in the number of turkeys raised, accounting for 14% of all

turkeys raised in the United States.

The Arkansas turkey industry creates and supports close to 20,000 jobs in Arkansas.



Arkansas is the 5th largest producer of sweet potatoes. And last year, Arkansas farmers harvested more than
740,000 acres of corn.

Although few go shopping for actual soybeans for Thanksgiving, there is an excellent chance the soybean
plays a significant part in your feast. This year Arkansas ranked as 11th in the nation in soybean production.
Soybean oil is used in cooking and frying foods. Salad dressings, margarine, and mayonnaises are made with

soybean oil.

Arkansas farmers may have contributed to your dessert menu as well, especially when it comes to the pies.
We are one of 15 states to grow pecans.
You can help show your appreciation to our Arkansas farmers and food service workers by looking for the

“Arkansas Grown” label at your local supermarket.

From our House to yours, we wish you a very happy and safe Thanksgiving.
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